Survey sampling issues in primary care research.
Survey research methods are often used to answer questions in primary care medicine. Consequently, investigators must understand and address sampling issues. Probability sampling designs have particular utility for questions that seem most appropriate for survey research. These designs provide each member of the population with a known probability of selection, and if performed properly with an appropriate sample size, they provide a sample with essentially no selection bias. Examples of random and stratified sampling designs are presented. These two probability designs, along with nonprobability sampling techniques (convenience, purposive, quota), are discussed in terms of bias, error, and possible limitations.